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SUPPORT AND CIRCULATION OP THE ADVOCATE. 

We have no funds for .the publication of our periodical. It de- 
pends solely on what is received from the friends of peace either as 
subscribers for the work, or as donors to the Society ; and we trust 
that, in both these ways, many will contribute to its support and its 
usefulness It is our chief pioneer, our most effective auxiliary ; 
and we earnestly hope, that persons interested in the progress of our 
cause, will not only secure it for themselves, but will aid in pro- 
curing new patrons. It goes not only to regular subscribers, but to 
al! members of the Society ; arid such is -every annual contributor 
of two dollars, and every minister of the gospel who preaches once a 
year on the subject of peace, and takes up a collection in behalf of 
the Society. May we not hope that many pastors will in this way 
secure the Advocate? The value of the collection may, if desired, 
be returned in our tracts or other publications. 



COURSE OP THE SOCIETY. 

Our Society has from its origin adopted the policy of seeking the 
co-operation of all, without distinction of sect or party, that are 
willing for any reason to labor with us for the great and sole object 
of our cause — the entire abolition of war, and the permanent reign 
of peace over the whole earth. We have never taken any measures 
designedly at variance with such a course ; but one article of our 
constitution was construed by not a few friends of peace both in and 
out of the Society, as excluding them, in strict consistency, from 
membership and co-operation. The difficulty was deeply felt by the 
late Mr Ladil ; and, for the purpose of obviating it, resolutions ex- 
planatory of the article in question as consistent with the Society's 
uniform cours of admitting every class of actual or active peace- 
men, were under, his auspices appended to the constitution. 

This measure partially sufficed for a series of years. At length, 
however, some indications, regarded as more radical, in the man- 
agement of the Society, drew into it a few from tbe ranks of the 
late " New England Non-Resistance Society," one of whom, well 
known for his hostility to government as inconsistent in his view 
with Christianity, made himself a member just before our last an- 
nual meeting, and at that meeting declared, though always before 
opposed to the Society as by no means radical enough for him, that 
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every member ought, in conformity to his present construction of its 
fundamental article, to go with him against {lie government of these 
United States, and for the immediate dissolution of the Union ! 

From these views we of course dissented ; but, if any article of 
our constitution was liable, to such a construction, it was. very natu- 
rally thought proper to let the Society have an opportunity of making 
such alteration in its phraseology as they might deem best. For 
this purpose, the Executive Committee prepared a draft of a new 
constitution in strict accordance with the very explicit resolves 
passed with so much unanimity at our last annual meeting, and 
aimed to send it in the form of a Circular to every known member 
of the Society, that there might thus be the fairest and fullest ex- 
pression of their wishes. The main point, the only one about which 
there has ever been any serious dispute, was, whether the Society 
ought to be managed in a way that shall render it consistent for the 
moderate friends of peace, such as Worcester and Ladd were for 
years after they began their labors in this cause, and such as the 
late Dr. Charming was to the day of his death, to co-operate with us 
as members. On this point the Society, it seems, is nearly unani- 
mous ; for of the hundreds that responded, only one insisted on the 
exclusion of moderate peace-men. 

Such, then, is the course preferred by our Society from its origin, 
and hereafter to be pursued in good faith. We take the common 
basis of our cause, the one adopted by the First General Peace Con- 
vention in London, 1843, viz., the inconsistency of war with Chris- 
tianity, and the true interests of mankind; and we shall continue to 
use and circulate the best publications <sf the London Peace Society, 
and the writings on peace of such men as Erasmus, Bogue, Wor- 
cester, Ladd, Charming, Grimke, Dymond, Hancock, Gurney, Chal- 
mers, Jay, Upham, Coues, Malcom, Sumner. We know nothing 
better than what these men have written on the subject ; but, if 
those who think us not radical enough, will just furnish something 
better, we shall be quite ready to «se it, if it wisely can be, for the 
furtherance of o«r great object. 

On one point we wish to be as explicit as possible. Our Society, 
at its last annua! meeting, resolved, ' that it confine itself to the single 
object of abolishing international war; that it be kept entirely dis- 
tinct from anti-government, from the question of capital punishment, 
and all other extraneous subjects, and be conducted in a way not to 
conflict in its operations with institutions or interests which the 
Christian community hold dear and sacred.' Whether right or wrong, 
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the impression was, that the Society, or its leading representatives, 
had not done so ; but, however this may have been, we shall here- 
after adhere strictly to the course thus prescribed, while we leave 
every one, on his own responsibility alone, to embrace and avow, on 
any and all other subjects, whatever views he pleases. We invite to 
co-operation men of every sect, every party, and all modes of rea- 
soning for peace, provided they will actually help us do away the 
custom of war. It was for the purpose of rendering " their co- 
operation practicable, consistent and cordial," as directed by the 
Society's very explicit and almost unanimous vote at its last annual 
meeting, that the main article of the revised constitution, copying 
from the basis of the London Peace Convention, is thus expressed — 
Regarding War as inconsistent with Christianity, and the true in- 
terests of mankind, the sole object of this Society shall he to seek its. 
abolition, and promote universal and permanent Peace. If such co- 
operation can be secured without any change of the constitution, 
probably none would be insisted on ; and we suppose it could have 
been secured by a wise continuance of the liberal and conciliatory 
course begun and pursued under Mr. Ladd ; a course which invited 
all, and aimed to exclude none 3 that would labor for the abolition 
of war. 



PREACHING ON PEACE. 

We have always looked to the pulpit as our chief ally. More 
than a dozen years ago we made a special call upon ministers to 
plead the cause of peace as a part of the gospel, and as one of God's 
chosen instrumentalities for reclaiming the work! to himself. This 
proposal met with very genera! favor ; and ecclesiastical bodies re- 
sponded by adopting similar resolutions. We offered gratuitously to 
furnish with a copy of our periodical every minister who would 
preach to his people once a. year on the subject, and obtained a 
pledge to this effect from more than one thousand pastors, chiefly 
in New England. The practice, thus started under the Society's 
auspices, has continued and extended until it promises to become 
pretty general through the land. During the past year we have sel- 
dom found a preacher who had not in some way discussed the sub- 
ject in the pulpit ; and, as a strong but not unfair specimen of the 
feeling among most ministers of the gospel in New England, if not 
in other parts of the country, our Secretary, on visiting a large town 
in the vicinity of Boston a few months after the Mexican war broke 
out, was informed that several pastors there had, for some time be- 
fore, preached on the subject as often as once a month. 

Such facts are full of promise. The ambassadors of the Prince 



